
Letter to the Telegraph on putting children at the heart of recovery plans 

SIR – Despite the Prime Minister’s pledges, the needs of babies, children, and 
young people have all too often been overlooked in pandemic policymaking. 

In particular, the closure of schools and nurseries over the last year has deprived 
children of not just educational opportunities, but the chance to exercise, 
socialise and enjoy activities that are vital for their physical and mental health. 

It is no surprise that experts recently warned that up to 1.5 million extra children 
and young people in England could require mental health support because of 
the pandemic. 

With the final hurdles in the return to ‘normality’ in sight, it’s time to put this 
right and stop the piecemeal approach to policymaking.  

The Government must produce a new vision of childhood to support children, 
young people and their families to recover from the impact of COVID-19. Their 
voices must be at the heart of plans to rebuild, backed by renewed investment 
in the services and workforce that they rely on. 

This will require action across Whitehall and in town halls to improve the quality 
of education, health, early years, youth and social care services. It must be 
accompanied by a commitment to protect children facing additional challenges, 
like those with disabilities, those from minority communities, and those growing 
up in poverty.   

Our children and young people deserve better.   

Only by putting children at the heart of policymaking can we build a better 
future for our country after the pandemic. 
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